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MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & MENTAL HYGIENE

February 16, 2023

The Honorable Melony Griffith
Chair, Senate Finance Committee

3 East, Miller Senate Office Building
Annapolis, MD 21401-1991

RE: SB 259 - Business Regulation — Flavored Tobacco Products — Prohibition — Letter of
Support

Dear Chair Griffith and Committee Members:

The Maryland State Council on Cancer Control (the Council) is submitting this letter of support
for Senate Bill 259 (SB 259), titled: “Flavored Tobacco Products - Prohibition.” SB 259 is an
emergency bill that seeks to prohibit businesses currently licensed to manufacture, sell, buy, and
store tobacco products from manufacturing, shipping, importing, or selling any flavored tobacco
products. Noted products include cigarettes, other tobacco products, and electronic smoking
devices (ESDs). Flavored tobacco products include tobacco products with a taste or smell of fruit,
menthol, mint, wintergreen, chocolate, cocoa, vanilla, honey, a candy, a dessert, an alcoholic
beverage, an herb, or a spice.

The Council supports SB 259 and recognizes it as an important public health initiative. The bill
would aid in advancing the Council’s mission to reduce and control cancer incidence, mortality,
and morbidity statewide. Flavoring in tobacco products, including ESDs, little cigars/cigarillos,
hookah, and smokeless tobacco, makes these products attractive to youth and promotes initiation.
Additionally, many youth falsely believe flavored tobacco products are less harmful than
unflavored products and/or that flavored products do not contain nicotine.'? The widespread
availability of flavored tobacco products has desensitized youth to their severe potential for harm.
By eliminating all flavored tobacco products, including candy and fruit-flavors as well as mint
and menthol, SB 259 will help to reduce the number of young people who initiate tobacco use,
thereby preventing future tobacco-related cancers.

The Council supports the following statements as they relate to the passage of SB 259:

e All tobacco products, including ESDs, are unsafe for youth and carry health risks.

e ESDs emit an aerosol that contains small droplets of liquid nicotine and chemicals, which
have been linked to DNA damage and pre-cancerous changes in animal studies.?

e Youth ESD users may be more likely to become conventional cigarette smokers,
exposing them to the carcinogens and chemicals found in cigarettes.*
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e Most combustible tobacco products (cigars and cigarillos) contain the same toxic
chemicals as cigarettes. Smokeless tobacco use is linked to an increase in oral cancers.

e The 2020 U.S. Surgeon General’s Report states that quitting smoking reduces the risk of
12 different types of cancers, as well as reduces the risk of death among those with cancer
and cancer survivors.’

e Flavored tobacco products, specifically menthol, as well as little cigars/cigarillos are
marketed and sold disproportionately, and are more prevalent in low-income and African
American neighborhoods.®

e Despite lower smoking rates, African Americans die from lung and bronchus cancers at
similar rates to Whites. This health disparity is thought to result from high menthol
cigarette use in African Americans communities.’

e Flavors such as menthol can make quitting tobacco products more difficult. ® Flavor bans
that exempt mint and menthol are expected to further increase youth use of these
products.”!

e Delaying the age when youth and young adults initiate tobacco use can reduce the risk
that they transition to regular or daily tobacco use, and can increase chances for regular
users to quit successfully. "

For the aforementioned reasons, the Council urges this Committee to vote favorably on SB 259.
This comprehensive approach will make tobacco products less attractive and help prevent young
people from initiating tobacco use, thereby reducing cancer and saving lives.

Sincerely,

lirin () Qi

Kevin Cullen, MD, Chair, Maryland State Council on Cancer Control
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